Reading Response Topics

1. What surprised you about your book? Why?

2. What do you find interesting? Why?

3. What do you like or dislike about your book? Why? 

4. How was a character interesting?

5. How did the main character change throughout the story? Did you like the change? Why or why not?

6. What part of the book made you stop and ask questions? What did you want to know at that point?

7. What did/does the story mean to you? Are/Were you able to relate to a character?

8. Explain your thoughts or feelings about the author’s message (theme)? Did you agree or disagree with the message? 

9. What made a character act a certain way? Give examples.

10. Why do you think the author chose the title? Think of another title that would work. Why?

11. What are some predictions you have about the book so far?

12. Did your predictions come true? Which ones? Which ones were wrong? What happened instead?

13. What information in the book did you already know? What was new? (nonfiction)

14. Are there a character, conflicts, places, etc…that remind you of yourself? Explain.
15. How does this book compare to other books by the same author?

16. How does this book compare to other books in the same genre?

17. What was the ending? Did you like the ending? Why or why not?
18. Quote a part of the book that you think is an example of good writing. What did you think about his/her writing style?

19. Would you recommend this book to your friends? Why or why not?

20. What would you change about the book? Why?

21. Was the book easy to read, just right, or challenging? How do you know?

22. How does the setting affect the characters? How would they act in the setting __________?(fill in the time and place)

23. How does the author build suspense? Give examples.

24. What do you want to remember about the book? Why?

25. Why did you abandon the book (quit reading it)? Give reason(s) and examples.
26. Give adjective(s) to describe a character’s traits (not physical). Give examples from the story to support. 
27. Describe a confusing part of the book. What made it confusing for you?

28. What do you think was the author’s purpose of writing the story? Why do you think that?

29. Describe one or more conflicts in the story? How was it resolved? Did you agree with the resolution?

30. If the book continued, what do you think would happen in the next scene? Why do you think that?

31. If you could have the book rewritten in another’s point of view, which character would it be? Why?

32. Summarize what has happened so far? Do you want to read on or quit? Explain.

33. Describe two minor characters. Who are they and why are they important to the plot?

34. Describe a setting. Give specific details.

35. Describe a cause and effect event. What other effect could have happened? Explain.
36. What would a character say (dialogue) if he/she had dinner at your house? How would your family react to your guest?

37. What would a character think about Sugar Land? Why do you think that? Give evidence from the text to support your answer.

38. What were your feelings after reading the opening chapter(s) of this book? After reading half the book? After finishing the book?

39. Did this book make you laugh? Cry? Cringe? Smile? Cheer? Explode? Explain your reaction.

40. What connections are there between the book and your own life? Explain.

41. What are the best parts of the book? Why? What are the worst parts of the book? Explain.

42. Do any of the characters remind you of friends, family members, or classmates? Explain.

43. Have a meaningful conversation with your favorite character.

44. What character would you like to be in this book? Why? What personality traits of this character would you like to acquire? Explain.

45. Does this book remind you of anything? What comes to mind? What kinds of ideas does this book give you for your writing?

46. Analyze how the author uses dialogue in your novel? Does the dialogue sound like real people talking? Does the author show dialect in his/her dialogue? Slang? Does the dialogue enhance or diminish the reader’s appreciation of the plot?

47. Discuss the author’s use of factual and historical events throughout the novel.

48. Write a letter to a character in the book giving him or her advice.

49. What do you predict the characters will be doing 10 years after the story closes?

50. What questions would you like to ask the author of this book? 

