Summer Reading Guide

Incoming 7th grade students must choose ONE of the following:

· Bull Rider by Suzanne Morgan Williams

· Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdoch

Incoming 7th grade Pre AP/GT students must read:

· The Red Pony by John Steinbeck 

AND choose either 

· Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdoch

· OR Bull Rider by Suzanne Morgan Williams

Completing the following reading guide while reading your summer reading novels will prepare you for the assessments of the books when you return to school.  Having a personal copy of the books, while not required, is recommended so you can write in/annotate your novels (see “How to Annotate” below). 

1) Background of author/novel—Research the author’s life/background before reading the novel. How does his/her background affect the piece? What is the genre of the piece?  

2) Characterization—List all characters.   Identify character traits using supporting textual evidence (page #/quotes).

3) Theme—Identify themes from the novels.   Remember that theme is stated as a sentence not just a subject.  For example, discrimination is a subject; do not judge someone based on his/her appearance is a theme.

4) Conflicts—Identify major conflicts within your books.  Know which characters are involved, how the conflicts are resolved, if it is internal or external, and the type of conflict it is (person vs. person, person vs. nature, person vs. self, etc.)

5) Setting—Identify the setting(s) of your novel.  Note any determining textual evidence for the setting.  Remember that often the setting is implied, and it is up to you to determine with context clues.

6) Vocabulary—Note any unfamiliar words.  Write the sentence of the word so you know the context in which the word is used, the page number, and then define the words you do not know.

How to Annotate

The following are only a few suggestions for annotation.  You will develop your own style and use the methods that work best for you.
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